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Feds: Asbestos causing
^substantial health threat5

to Meyersville residents
'."•T • *>m - - •/

PASSAIC TWP. — Two
MeyerfviUe households face an "im-
minentand substantial health threat"
from exposure to asbestos, according
to federal officials, who added that
neighboring properties may face a po-
teoual hazard.

In addition, officials noted at a spe-

cial meeting with township official:
Thursday that other areas IB the town-
ship may have dangerously high levels
of the substance, which ha* been
linked to cancer •«"* luo| disease.

Due to public concern, tbc federal
Environmeatal Protection Agency
(EPA) may nm aa advertisement

...But residents remain
undaunted by warning

PASSAIC TWP. — Despite wara-
tnp fromlederal environmental offi-
cials, rondeau living on two
Meyenvilk kxaoons where asbestos
was recently found art determined to
•Rffiain m ^hi^r houses. •

Dtvid Major, who owns horse ru-
bles on Whae Bridge Road where high
qua&BUfi tif sahesen were found, .said

able, the residents at both •!• face an
imminent *r*A substantial health
threat from exposure to ubenos
through inhalation and possibly rnet*-
tion," read the EPA tcpon released
last Thursday.

Mijor agreed to dioae the track and
the EPA will cover the track with din
to keep the asbestos fret* fffUBg inte

Friday iha* "I myself don't'have thfi—the air. "I waat to oaopsrau; 1 want to
respect for asbestos, because I've
worked with it all my life" as a con-
tractor.

Prior, to that, be noted, he worked
for a company that did spray-on insu-
UuonWigj* «-.

Scientaa-^avc fr«VaH ubenos to

Major Jto^JAat "he had notified the
ownen of the hones boarding at bis
stables of the problem but thai so far
no one had withdrawn their hone.

A dangerously high level of asbestos
was found at • nding track on the east
side of the property, according to the
federal Environmental Protection
Afency(EPA). . . ...

"I have no concerns. Neither of us
do,"-iaid Majors wife. Joyce.

ThikdCBpue the stern warning from
the EPA.,

-on -the^afecBauoa ivail-

do the right thiaf for my Mifhbon."
he said Friday.

la addition, • sunpk taken from
the vacuum cleaner bag m the Major's
household detected a two percent as-
bmoalevcL , .

He also voted that he aad his wife
tpead "every weekend from March to
November down at the shore."

Although the owner of the second
site, Haas Tietean. • me surgeon
who hves on Mew Veraon Road,
could not be reached for eom&ent, his
attorney. Ban Benneiu said Monday
that "they will be rekxaaB| when the
federal Environmental Protecoon
Afency does the interim emergency
measures OB the property** within the
oextweeL

Bcnnett noted that this will mchide
paving the driveway, which has a five

(Please see Asassase nn pate 1».)

alerting residents to the problem and
giving a tekpbone number which
those who know of an asbestos prob-
lem may call

As a rauh of the study, the EPA
has posted warninp on the two
Meyersville piuperues. attempting to
block off access there until remedial
work u done this week.

The first sic are stables located on
White Bridge Road fr'̂ i'T't to Da-
vid Major.

Richard Salkie of the Emergency
Response Program branch of the E?A
said at a meeting last Thursday that
the asbestos is located in a riding track
on the eastern pan of the property,
vhere an asbestos material was used
as fin in the early 1970'a.
Because hones are constantly using
the track, the aabenos has become
puhvenzed aad clouds of dtikt are fre-
quently being raised when the track is
used.

When asbestos parbdes • the air
are JT*h«u«j they can cause bus/cancer
or asbestos ,̂ a luBAdacaae. There-
forty fc-tj hnpftrum U> keep thf nhr •
IQQ &om beconi&g airb'offi'ri'^fftfiiif
said, f - •- • .j

When notified of the problem. Ma-
jors agreed to disconnnoe oag the
track. However, he aad his wife.
Joyce, went against the advice of the
EPA's Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry (ATSDR) aad
chose to stay in their ***••«* -~—f:

The EPA recommends that levels of
one percent or more he corrected*

Salkie said last week that the track
is five percent asbestos aad added that
samples taken from the vacuum dean*
er in the house found a two percent
level of asbestos. However, he added.
thii doesn't mean much. ***̂ "y«» **we
don't too* what was vacuamed" by
tbeMajon.

Major noted that tbc EPA never
took air samples aad has never put
anything in writing.

the other property belongs to Haas
(Pkaae see Fcssi OB pa* 18.)
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